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First time in paperback. The #1 New York Times bestseller from the phenomenal author of The

Courage to Be Rich.  The world's most trusted expert on money matters answers a generation's cry

for help-and gives advice on  - Credit card debt - Student loans - Credit scores - The first real job -

Buying a first home - Insurance facts: auto, home, renters, health - Financial issues of the

self-employed  And much more advice that fits the realities of "Generation Broke."
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How many people graduate from high school and even college within knowing the basics of

financial literacy - deciphering credit ratings, maintaining and balancing a bank account, getting

through college with a minimum of student debt, making the most of that first job and, eventually,

buying a home and planning for retirement? Orman strives to close this "financial illiteracy" gap by

providing invaluable info for those just starting out - although I found plenty of information I needed

to know as well - and I'm well outside the "young and broke" range she seems to be targeting. The

info is not only cutting edge but many of the websites have NOT appeared in other books. One

example of how new the info is: Orman notes the recent changes in credit rules noting that

EVERYONE has access to a FREE credit report once a year. Because she knows younger adults

may be intimidated by a ton of financial info, Orman (wisely) delivers her advice in innovative,

user-friendly ways. Each page is short, easy to read and yet chock full of info. In short, she doesn't

waste words. Each section is launched with a Lowdown on what will be covered in the chapter and

there is a quick summary at the end with checklists to make sure readers know what they shouldn't



have missed. A Glossary at the back of the book explains some of the more complex terms.

Important website resources and key terms are boldfaced in green, a great asset when looking for

important info. Reading this book could help young people avoid many pitfalls, since Orman covers

the basics such as:* Understanding that all important credit rating and deciphering your FICO

score*Making a small paycheck stretch as far as possible while maximizing opportunites for career

advancement.
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